
RHS Families,          5.1.2022

This is always a very exciting time for all high schools!  We just had prom 
recently, and it was such a great time for our students who attended.  We had 
a large turn out, and we always enjoy  seeing so many of our learners forget 
about the last two years and just enjoy one of the best moments of a high 
school year.  It feels like things are finally getting back to normal, and our 
school is ready to move faster and do great things in the near future.

The first week of May is teacher appreciation week! I hope that everyone that 
is reading this really appreciates the hard work and dedication that teachers 
give to all of our learners here at RHS.  Since Covid has been a part of our 
lives over the past two years, teachers have had to change on so many 
levels, and the expectations that have been placed on them have taken a toll. 
It is my hope that everyone in our school community can reach out to our 
teachers and let them know how much they are appreciated.  Thanks 
teachers for your dedicated service and for loving all the learners here at 
RHS!

Our athletics, fine arts, ag, and many smaller clubs are in full swing at this 
time.  Our baseball team is having an outstanding year, and our track and 
girls soccer teams are finding lots of successes as well.  Each of our athletic 
teams pushes themselves to be their very best and it shows during 
competition.  In addition, our choir, band, and theater programs are still 
performing and going strong.  Please come out and support our Bears as they 
compete and challenge themselves on so many levels.  We are proud of our 
students who are so involved and hope that everyone can come out to 
support them.
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This month we have graduation here at RHS!  Graduation will be May 28th 
at 6 pm.  Early in the day, we will hold our traditional graduation parade at 
1 pm, and that runs through the center of town down Railroad Ave.  
Seniors will be decorating their cars, and we invite families and friends to 
line up on Railroad Avenue to celebrate all of these wonderful graduates. 
During the week before graduation, there will be a series of events that will 
celebrate all of our wonderful graduates, so if you have a child that is 
graduating this year, please keep in contact with their teachers so that they 
finish strong and they complete their classes.  If you have any concerns 
about any classes or grades, please contact Tabitha Harrington, our 
counselor, or Kyle Mickelson, our senior administrator, or their teacher.  
This is an exciting time, but we need to make sure that everyone gets to 
the finish line strong.

In closing, there are a lot of things going on this month, so please keep 
looking for communication from the school. If you have any questions or 
concerns about the events that are coming up, please reach out to RHS, 
and we can assist you with any information.  We are grateful for all of your 
support of our students and staff here at RHS, and we look forward to an 
exciting month of May!

Kindest regards,
John
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Endure to the End

As we approach the end of the school year, I felt it an appropriate topic to talk about Enduring to 
the end. Themes of grit, determination and perseverance have led us to this point in our journey. 
However, we haven’t yet crossed the finish line. There is value in focusing on the journey and not the 
destination, but there is also value in finishing what one has started.

I am by no means an expert nor an avid hiker, but I do enjoy getting out and regularly exploring 
the beauty that lies in our small region of the world. Years ago, my father and I decided to try and hike 
Mount Timpanogos in Utah at the beginning of October. We knew it was late in the season and weren’t 
sure what the conditions would be like as we got closer to the top. Unfortunately about two thirds of the 
way up, the snow on the ground became more and more of a hindrance that we had not prepared for and 
it became too dangerous for us to finish our journey.

Years later we made the same hike, this time in the middle of may and the conditions were 
excellent. My father had aged some by that time and as we came to the last bit of ascent he stopped to 
rest. His exhaustion was obvious and his feet and ankles were really bothering him. Knowing that we 
still had a return trip to make, he told me to go on ahead to the summit. 

I reached the summit and rested for a bit in a small hut built at the top to provide shade and with 
a great view of the valley below. After a few minutes my father entered the hut. He related to me that as 
he sat sore and tired, he didn’t want to miss out on the great experience of completing the journey and 
enjoying the breathtaking view with me.

I will forever remember and be inspired by his ability to endure to the end. Please don’t give up 
early as you are so close to finishing this year or your journey. All the hardships and challenges that you 
have conquered this year will be worth the effort if you can finish strong through the finish line.

Sincerely, 
Jacob Pingel (Assistant Principal)
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Aguanta hasta el final

                                                  
A medida que nos acercamos al final del año escolar, sentí que era un tema apropiado para hablar 

sobre Aguantar hasta el final. Los temas de valor, determinación y perseverancia nos han llevado a este 
punto de nuestro viaje. Sin embargo, todavía no hemos cruzado la línea de meta. Es valioso centrarse en el 
viaje y no en el destino, pero también lo es terminar lo que uno ha comenzado.

De ninguna manera soy un experto ni un ávido excursionista, pero disfruto salir y explorar 
regularmente la belleza que se encuentra en nuestra pequeña región del mundo. Hace años, mi padre y yo 
decidimos intentar escalar el monte Timpanogos en Utah a principios de octubre. Sabíamos que era tarde en 
la temporada y no estábamos seguros de cuáles serían las condiciones a medida que nos acercábamos a la 
cima. Desafortunadamente, alrededor de dos tercios del camino, la nieve en el suelo se convirtió cada vez 
más en un obstáculo para el que no nos habíamos preparado y se volvió demasiado peligroso para nosotros 
terminar nuestro viaje.

Años después hicimos la misma caminata, esta vez a mediados de mayo y las condiciones eran 
excelentes. Mi padre había envejecido un poco en ese momento y cuando llegamos al último tramo del 
ascenso se detuvo a descansar. Su agotamiento era evidente y sus pies y tobillos le molestaban mucho. 
Sabiendo que todavía teníamos que hacer un viaje de regreso, me dijo que siguiera adelante hasta la cumbre.

Llegué a la cumbre y descansé un poco en una pequeña cabaña construida en la parte superior para 
dar sombra y con una gran vista del valle de abajo. Después de unos minutos, mi padre entró en la cabaña. 
Me contó que mientras se sentaba adolorido y cansado, no quería perderse la gran experiencia de completar 
el viaje y disfrutar de la impresionante vista conmigo.

Siempre recordaré su capacidad para perseverar hasta el final. Por favor, no te rindas pronto ya que 
estás muy cerca de terminar este año o tu viaje. Todas las dificultades y desafíos que ha conquistado este año 
valdrán la pena si puede terminar con fuerza en la línea de meta.

Sinceramente, 
Jacob Pingel (Subdirector)
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Class of 2022 Information

Graduation Week Dates & Times:

Sunday, 5/22 Baccalaureate, 6pm, RHS Auditorium

Monday, 5/23: Senior Finals Day 1 (periods 1-4)

Tuesday, 5/24: Senior Finals Day 2 (periods 5-8)

Senior Awards Ceremony, 6pm in Commons,

Desserts provided

Wednesday, 5/25: No School for Seniors

Senior Sunset, 8pm, Bears’ Stadium (Ice Cream

provided by RHS Staff)

Thursday, 5/26: Cap/Gown Distribution & Graduation Practice,

8:30am at Bears’ Stadium

Bear Walk at Elementaries/RMS, 10:15am-11:50am

Senior BBQ at Bears’ Stadium, 12:00pm

Saturday, 5/28: 3rd Annual Parade of Graduates, 1pm, Railroad Ave.

-Students begin line up at Fairgrounds starting at

12:15pm, must be lined up by 12:50pm to

participate in parade

-Parade Route:  South on Railroad from
Fairgrounds, West on 6th Street, South on West
Ave., Route ending at Brenden Theaters

Commencement Ceremony, 6pm, Bears’ Stadium

-Students: park in bus lot & please arrive by

5:15pm
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RIFLE HIGH SCHOOL
Graduation Information and Expectations

Commencement The purpose of the Commencement Exercise is to honor you on your
achievements throughout your school years. It is also your gift to your parents for
eighteen years of support for you. Graduation has serious overtones for many seniors
and their parents. Nationally, in the matter of pomp and circumstance, many graduates
have become oblivious to the meaning of commencement. However, at Rifle High
School, we have been able to preserve the tradition and dignity of the ceremony.

This class has good reasons to be proud. If there are those in this class who
unfortunately have so little pride in themselves or their classmates that they choose to
degrade these proceedings with disruptive behavior, they will be escorted out. Seniors
violating alcohol and/or substance policy any time during the last week, at rehearsal,
before, or during graduation ceremonies will not participate in graduation. I do not
anticipate any of these happening, but I want each of you to be clear regarding the
expectations. Remember this is a ceremony for the entire class. Please respect your
classmates and their families and keep the ceremony dignified. Commencement is a
ceremony, not a celebration. The celebration begins afterward.

Direction For Wearing Caps and Gowns
CAPS: Caps should be placed on the head so that the motherboard is level with the
long point of the crown to the back. The front point should be well down on the
forehead. You can decorate the top of your cap but must be school appropriate.  Caps
will be checked upon lineup prior to the ceremony.  Any inappropriate caps will be
traded out for a blank cap without argument or discussion due to time constraints.
TASSEL: The tassel is to be worn over the left temple. During the graduation ceremony,
you change the tassel to the right side after the senior class president directs the class
to do so.
GOWN: If you need to press the gowns, do so with a warm iron, NOT A HOT ONE.
Hanging your gown in a steaming room often removes small wrinkles. Nothing is to be
attached to the gown. Caps can be decorated as long as it is appropriate. Those
violating this rule will not participate in the commencement ceremony.

WHAT TO WEAR UNDER THE GOWN: Girls wear a simple lightweight, light-color
dress, without a turtleneck like a neckline and nice shoes. (Tennis shoes, hiking boots,
or sport sandals are not acceptable). Boys need not wear coats under their gowns, but
they should wear light shirts, nice pants, and if desired, ties to complement the gown
with nice shoes and socks. (Shorts, tennis shoes, hiking boots, or sandals are not
acceptable).
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Will there be reserved seating? 

With the exception of handicap 
seating, all seating is first come first 
serve for the Rifle High School 
Graduation. 

To make reservation’s for handicap 
seating, please contact RHS Secretary, 
Christy Gonzalez at (970)-665-7748   

 Or by email at - 
cgonzalez@garfieldre2.net  

      Thank you  

ACCESSIBILITY SEATING FOR GRADUATION
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DEA Warns of Increase in Mass-Overdose 
Events Involving Deadly Fentanyl

WASHINGTON – Today, the Drug Enforcement Administration sent a letter to federal, state, 
and local law enforcement partners warning of a nationwide spike in fentanyl-related mass-
overdose events.  Administrator Anne Milgram outlined the current threat and offered DEA 
support to law enforcement officers responding to these tragic incidents.

“Fentanyl is killing Americans at an unprecedented rate,” said DEA 
Administrator Anne Milgram.  “Already this year, numerous mass-
overdose events have resulted in dozens of overdoses and deaths.  
Drug traffickers are driving addiction, and increasing their profits, by 
mixing fentanyl with other illicit drugs. Tragically, many overdose 
victims have no idea they are ingesting deadly fentanyl, until it’s too 
late.”
Fentanyl-related mass-overdose events, characterized as three or more overdoses 
occurring close in time and at the same location, have happened in at least seven 
American cities in recent months, resulting in 58 overdoses and 29 deaths. Cities impacted 
include Wilton Manors, Florida; Austin, Texas; Cortez, Colorado; Commerce City, Colorado; 
Omaha, Nebraska; St. Louis, Missouri; and Washington, D.C.

Tragic events like these are being driven by fentanyl.  Fentanyl is highly-addictive, found in 
all 50 states, and drug traffickers are increasingly mixing it with other illicit drugs—in 
powder and pill form—in an effort to drive addiction and attract repeat buyers.  These 
mass-overdose events typically occur in one of the following recurring scenarios: when 
drug dealers sell their product as “cocaine,” when it actually contains fentanyl; or when drug 
dealers sell pills designed to appear nearly identical to legitimate prescriptions, but are 
actually fake prescription pills containing fentanyl. This is creating a frightening nationwide 
trend where many overdose victims are dying after unknowingly ingesting fentanyl.

Fentanyl is driving the nationwide overdose epidemic. The CDC estimates that in the 12-
month period ending in October 2021, more than 105,000 Americans died of drug 
overdoses, with 66 percent of those deaths related to synthetic opioids like fentanyl.  Last 
year, the United States suffered more fentanyl-related deaths than gun- and auto-related 
deaths combined.

FROM THE HEALTH CLERK 
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When a mass-overdose event occurs, DEA stands ready to offer all available resources to 
assist law enforcement partners, including:

• Interdicting the substance that is driving the spike in overdoses;
• Investigating and identifying the dealers and larger drug trafficking organizations 

responsible for the overdose event;
• Providing priority access to all of DEA’s resources, including its labs, chemists, and 

overdose subject matter experts;
• Assisting with the presentation of the investigation to federal prosecutors; and
• Warning the public about the lethal drug threat.

In a call with Administrator Milgram on Tuesday, senior law enforcement officials expressed 
appreciation for DEA’s commitment and partnership to address the increase in fentanyl-
related overdoses and the crimes associated with drug trafficking.

"Fentanyl poisonings are at an all-time high,” said Sheriff Mike Milstead, Minnehaha 
County, South Dakota Chair, Drug Enforcement Committee, National Sheriffs' Association. 
“These are not isolated incidents. These are happening in every state and every county in 
America, leaving behind grieving families. Let us be clear: These poisonings are part of a 
strategic maneuver by the cartels and it must be stopped. The nation's Sheriffs appreciate 
the spotlight that the Drug Enforcement Administration has put on this horrifying spike of 
fentanyl poisonings and is committed to putting an end to this tragic trajectory.”

“We applaud the DEA for their leadership and initiatives regarding the investigation of 
mass-overdose events which have been occurring around the country, including in many of 
our major cities,” said Chief Jeri Williams, Phoenix Police Department Chief, and President 
of the Major Cities Chiefs Association. “These casualties are plaguing our communities, and 
increased partnership and collaboration with our federal partners is most welcomed in order 
to stop these tragedies from occurring.”

“We must utilize all available resources to combat the opioid and fentanyl epidemic that 
continues to plague this great nation, said Sheriff Dennis M. Lemma, President of Major 
County Sheriffs of America. “In addition to those resources, we must shift how we respond 
to an overdose, no longer treating them as accidental deaths, but instead as a homicide 
crime scene. These individuals are victims of a greater problem, and we are committed to 
putting an end to these deaths.”

Today’s warning expands on DEA’s September 2021 Public Safety Alert on the increase in 
the availability and accessibility of fake prescription pills containing fentanyl.

For more information on the threat of fentanyl and other synthetic opioids, visit DEA.gov.
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We would like to invite the community to the RHS plant sale put on by the greenhouse class.
There will be many herbs, flowers, vegetables, and fruit for sale. There will also be hanging

baskets, filled with wave petunias, for sale that will be great for mothers day!

Sales will be held:
Wednesday, May 4th and Thursday, May 5th from 4-5pm.

Friday, May 6th from 1-5pm,
Saturday, May 7th from 10-2pm.

At the high school greenhouse - by the RHS ag shops & bus barn

We would like to give a special thanks to Mountain View Tree Farm, for helping to make this
happen, with a generous donation of supplies.. We hope you can make it and enjoy some new

plants and your time with Rifle High School Greenhouse students.

 

AG DEPARTMENT

 

 

 

For more information you can contact-
Ryan Hudson at (970)-640-2430 

rhudson@garfieldre2.net
Or Janet Sheridan at (970)-625-2782

jsheridan@garfieldre2.net 
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	 	 Baseball 
	 	 5/4	 	 @ Roaring Fork 	 V/JV	 	 3:00,5:00

	 	 5/5	 	 @ Middle Park	  	  V	 	 2:00,4:30

	 	 5/5 vs. Central.       C 5:00

	 	 5/6 vs. Glenwood  JV/C 4:00,6:00

	 	 5/9	 	 @ Battle Mtn. (DH)	 C	 	 3:00,5:00

	 	 5/10	 	 @ North Fork	 	 V/JV	 	 3:00,5:00

	 	 5/12-14	 @ Central Tour.	 JV	 	 TBD

	 	 5/21	 	 @ Regionals	 	 V	 	 TBD


	 	 Golf 
	 	 5/2	 	 @ Yampah Valley	 	 	 TBD

	 	 5/9	 	 @ Aspen 	 	 	 	 TBD

	 	 5/13	 	 @ Chipeta JV Championships	 TBD

	 	 5/16	 	 @ Bookcliff	 	 	 	 TBD

	 	 5/17	 	 @ Tiara Rado	 	 	 	 TBD


	 	 Soccer 
5/3	 	 @ Grand Valley	 JV/V	 	 4:30,6:30


	 	 5/5 vs. Roaring Fork V/JV 4:00,6:00 

	 	 Track

	 	 5/6 WSL 3A / 4A V 4:00

	 	 5/7 WSL 3A / 4A V 10:00

	 	 5/13	 	 @ Tiger Invitational	 V	 	 4:00

	 	 5/14	 	 @ Tiger Invitational	 V	 	 10:00

	 	 5/19-21	 @ State	 	 V	 	 TBD


GO BEARS!
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ATHLETICS 
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FROM THE COUNSELING CORNER 

 Counselor Corner 

 AP Program 
 AP exam fees are due. If your student is enrolled in an AP class please make sure their AP 
 contract and fees are turned in to the school As Soon As Possible. AP exams begin May 2nd. If 
 you have any questions about payments or exam dates please contact Ms. Harrington 
 (  tharrington@garfieldre2.net  or 970-665-7777). 

 End of the 2020/2021 School Year 
 The end of the 201-2022 school year is fast approaching. Please check your students' 
 PowerSchool for their grades. It is important that students finish strong so they can be in good 
 academic standing. If you have any questions about grades please contact your student’s 
 teacher or school counselor. This is also a great time to check if your student has accumulated 
 any fees while attending any Garfield Re2 schools. Fees can be found on Powerschool or you can 
 contact Jo Shaffer (  jshaffer@garfieldre2.net  or 970-665-7755). 

 Upcoming Events 
 *  5/2-5/12 AP testing 
 *  5/23-24 Senior Finals 
 *  6/1-6/2 Finals 
 *  6/2 Last day of school for the 2020/2021 school year! 
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ADVANCED OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP 
"The Advanced Outdoor Leadership enjoyed a fun weekend of 

camping, hiking, and canyoneering in Colorado National Monument 
near Fruita, CO. Students navigated through narrow desert cracks, 

squeezed through narrow holes, and rappelled over steep cliffs. All of 
this is in preparation for their upcoming trip to Moab Utah where 

students will up the ante on the final trip!" 
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CONGRATS ANDREA SUAREZ 
Senior Andrea Suarez had a successful IB Visual Arts Exhibition! Many students, families, and teachers attended the 
opening night, and it was a very positive experience for our art students. 

NEW GALLERY UNVEILED 
The space next to Mrs. Willard's room was once a darkroom for film photography. For the past decade, it was used 
as a storeroom, filled almost floor to ceiling with equipment and supplies from bygone art classes, proms, and other 
events. Many students over the past year helped to clear the space out to convert it into a gallery, including Shelby 
Williams, Allie Trouskie, and Makayla Stewart. 

Students voted on more than two dozen nominations for the new gallery's name, and the winner with 36% of 
the votes is Galerioso, a portmanteau of "galleria" and "oso," the Spanish word for bear. -oso is also a common 
Spanish suffix for many adjectives which describe our artists and their work: curious, successful, mysterious, 
glorious, marvelous, jubilant, ambitious. 

STUDENTS CAN NOW LETTER IN VISUAL ARTS 
Juniors and seniors are invited to apply for an academic letter in visual arts! Please contact Mrs. Willard or Mr. 
Withouse for the application. This year's applications are due May 11th. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 16th-19th—the advanced art juniors will exhibit selected works at Galerioso. Families are invited to attend the 
open house on Wednesday, May 18th from 4-6pm. 
May 23rd-26th—the advanced art seniors will have their work on display in the commons. 
June 1st-30th—graduating senior artists will be featured at the Rifle public library! Visit any time the library is open. 

RHS ART DEPARTMENT
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BUY YOUR 
YEARBOOK 
LIKE, NOW

YEARBOOKS ON SALE 

 FOR $50 

ORDER TODAY!  
Please stop by the RHS Front office to fillout a form to 

order your yearbook today!  
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